Minutes of the Amicus 

Healthcare Sciences Occupational Advisory Committee

30 January 2008

Meeting held at NUT, Mabledon Place, London on 30 January 2008.

Present:

Dave Houliston; Frank Wood; Julie Evans; Ian Evans; David Rist; Tony Millin, Jan Fogg, Keith Miller, Dave Miller, John McLuckie, Ray Stewart, Donald Sime, Andy Ford.

Sarah Carpenter (HCS OAC secretary), Kevin Coyne (national officer), Owen Granfield (regional officer)

1. Apologies 

Gordon Stephen, Barrie Brown, Dan Smith, Phil Gilbert, Jacqueline Roberts.
2.
Minutes of previous meeting – 16 October 2007

Agreed as an accurate record, subject to one amendment (John McLuckie should have been included in the list of those present)

3. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda

A discussion took place about organising.  This included an update about the union’s 100% campaign, and a debate as to whether there could be a national focus for recruitment in healthcare science.  Key issues raised included a lack of reps at local level and poor membership information.  It was agreed that an officer should draft a document for discussion at the next meeting.  It was also agreed to send the following motion to the HSNC:

This HSNC agreed that organising is at the heart of everything we do and the key to a successful union.  We agree to establish a working group with agreed terms of reference to focus on achieving 100% organisation in our key areas of membership and identify new target areas.  This group will report to the HSNC.

4. Health sector national committee report

A report of the union’s political work was given.  The motion from the last HCS OAC had been endorsed by the committee.  An industrial report concerning the fight for RRP in Doncaster was received.  The committee considered the matter of a devolved NHS and 3 year pay deal.  Mileage allowances had been updated (excluding Wales), and the KSF had been relaunched.

5.
Update from pathology

The final Carter report was due to go to the board in early February and then to the minister (Dawn Primarolo).  Dan Smith was not clear if this would be a stand alone document or part of broader NHS reforms.  Concern was expressed about the work study that Sue Hill was undertaking in Stafford, that she is claiming union support for.  We have no evidence of any reps there and Kevin Coyne will be writing to her for clarification, and he will work further with local officer Mark Young.  It was reported that Scotland was looking at creating healthcare scientist forums in Boards.  Northern Ireland was seeing general health service changes and a review of pathology at the same time.  A meeting had been held on 11 December 2007 about modernising science careers, and some committee members had attended.  This seems to be a relaunch of the career pathways work.

6. Update from HPA (Physicists)

The annual meeting had been held in Torquay.  There remain lots of A4C consistency issues so the membership are being surveyed again.  This may be due to translation difficulties from old Whitley grades to new A4C ones.  Seems to be some problems in some areas of the country (particularly where we do not have reps) in trusts not appearing to understand the conception of 37.5 hour working week for physicists.

7. Update from GHP

It was reported that membership levels were dropping slightly from their A4C high.  An insurance company (Pharmacy Defence Association) was now registering itself as a trade union, and offering extra services to customers who had professional indemnity insurance with them.  This was mostly impacting on the commercial sector, and it was stressed that they would not be a recognised union in the NHS.  The GHP will be speaking about this in more detail to Kevin Coyne.  The GHP were also questioning whether they sat comfortably in the HCS OAC as they were not a healthcare science, and whether they could function separately and involve technicians.  This point will be considered further and in the meantime the GHP will continue to attend the HCS OAC.  Dave Miller reported it would be his last meeting, and that Dave Thornton will attend on behalf of the GHP.  The committee thanked Dave for his time and effort on the committee.
8.
Update from MTOs
A general discussion was had about the difficulty of getting any information from this disparate group of staff. 

9. Update from MRC 

A written report is attached to these minutes.

 

10.
Update from NBS

Andy Ford updated on the latest position which was awaiting the outcome of the blood service review (due on 31 January).  He outlined the action that members had taken in defence of the service, and explained that without this action it was likely that the original number of closures would have happened.  He was optimistic that the review would save a number of centres.

 

11. A4C

Pharmacy reported difficulties following mergers and re-organisations and requested some guidance or a checklist to come out to reps via RepsDirect.  Kevin Coyne agreed to talk about this further with Sian Errington (health research officer).

Northern Ireland’s results were now coming through because of political and financial pressure to conclude by end of March.  Wales needed more staff side involvement in the all Wales monitoring group, and there was still some local evaluation still to do.  In Scotland there had been much work done to sort out erroneous results.  Dave Houliston offered to produce again the results for the three countries and get them sent as a RepsDirect.

Kevin Coyne updated the committee on unsocial hours.  The ballot had now started, with a closing date of 18 February.  RCN and Unison were also balloting.  In the agreement it is clear that all out of hours arrangements in pathology are classed as being under an on call agreement, not unsocial hours, and so we now need to work hard on that agreement. It was agreed to set up a working group under the auspices of the HSNC to look at the whole issue, across all occupations, and our strategy as a union for dealing with it.  The following committee members volunteered: Dave Houliston, Donald Sime, Dave Rist, Dave Thornton and Ian Evans.  Protection for on call is due to end 30 September 2008, but a request was made at staff council for extension to 31 October 2009, and the next meeting will make a decision.

12. Date of the next meeting

One more meeting was needed before sector conference on 3 June.  The officer who was going to take over responsibility for the OAC from Sarah would organise this, probably for later April/early May.

13. AOB

A new reps handbook was being produced and would be in loose leaf format.  There is also an NHS reps course that can be run in the regions by the TUC – it just needs 15 delegates.

Problems with RepsDirect were still reported and there is a plan to write to all reps and ask them to confirm their email contact details.

This was Sarah Carpenter’s last committee meeting as the secretary to the OAC, and she was thanked for all her work and support over the years.

Sarah Carpenter, February 2007
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