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inlondon which resulted in Thatcher
dropping her plans.

Jacks, thesonofa dEESm survey-
or, was born and brought up in Charl-

L ton, London, and studied biology at
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e best time

igby Jacks wasinstrumen-
talintumingthe Nation-

al Union of Studentsinto

aneffective lobbyinsand
campaigning body which

stopped the then Educa-

tion Minister gﬁm et

Thatcher from introduc-
__ingpolicies QE&H would

have restricted the autonomy and fi-
nances of the various students’ unions.
_ Elected NUS presidentin 1971, Jacks,

along with his predecessor Jack Straw

= both members of the broad left - had
defeated an anti-communist alliance,
becoming the first left-wingers to be

elected tothe postsince the Cold War,

Jacks, the first communist elected, with
his long red hair and beard, full ofen-
ersy and hard-working, quickly became
a hate fisure in the press, rebuffing at-
tacks by telling NUS members that he
should be judged by what he did.

By thetime he left the presidency in
1973 he had united the student body
into a cohesive force, bringing it into
mainstream left-wing politics without
losing the support of the centre. His
forthright professional approach cou-
pled with considerable charm won him
alliesnotonlyz among thestudentsbut
also among education correspondents,
many ofwhom listened carefully to him
once they learned he talked sensibly.
Oneinsistedthathis news deskshould

allow Jacks to be reported asa setious,

thoughtful man.

Hiselection 85053,59 thatofa
Comnservative sovernment and with it
the appointment of Matgaret Thatch-
_erasEducation Minister, Heled one of
_ the NUS’s first major mass protests
against her proposals, which would
haveresulted inthe power ofthe union
being curtailed. Over 46,000 students
later joined a national demonstration

KingsCollegeLondon. At thattime stu-
dents in Europe wanting change were
risingup against the establishment, in-
fluencing many ofthe British students,

_among them Jacks. He studied fora

teachins diploma at the Institute of Ed-
ucation, working for a short time at Hol-
land Park Comprehensive in London
beforebeingelected tothe National Ex-
ecutive Committee of the NUS in 1969,

Under Jacks, the leadership of the
NUStooka morepositiverolein the re-
lationship between universities and
students, often arbitrating during dis-
putes, siving support to occupations,
and when talks did break down organ-
ising national demonstrations of soli-

 darity. Criticised by both left and right

hebelieved that the union should take
aresponsible attitude towards trying
tofind a solution to disputes.

Hewas disappointed, but tooka prag-
matic approach when an increase to
the student grant system of an extra
£10 million ad negotiated was
turned down by hisconference onthe
groundsthat it wasinsufficient and that
the demands of the wage campaign
would only be met when the “organ-
ised working class can defeat the wage
freeze”. John Randall who succeeded

Jacks as Emw&osﬁ teca ed: "Those

. munistwould damage the Zd S were

proved wrong. Digby was both com-
fortable and effective in his dealings

‘withthe Conservative sovernment and

the educational establishment.
He was also responsible for widen-
ing the international interests of the

NUS, encouraging it to discuss issues

suchassu 0 fo Emﬁogmgmwmvmo-

?.mSocm shui mm by sz wing NUS
administrations.

His 1975 book Student Politics and
Higher Education set out his views on

student politics, charting the histori-

caldevelopment of the student move-
ment and reflected his belief that the
NUS hadto take aresponsible attitude
towards education. He would eventu-
ally donate his papers to the NUS His-
torical Project. He wrote: “My 18 months
[as NUS President]| were the best years
of mylife ... when H left I felt like ajilt-
edlover”

Onleavingthe NUS he became a Di-
visional Officer for the Association of
Scientific, Technical and Managerial
Staffs, one of the few NUS presidents
to become a full-time union official,
staying ontobecome Assistant Gener-
al Secretary when it became the Man-
ufacturing, Science and Finance Trade
Union. He undertook responsibility for
looking after those working in the fi-
nance industries.

Ontetirement he served as mhw@oﬁ
councillor in Hounslow and became
Secretaty of the Alliance for Finance,
an independent confederation of fi-
nance unions and staff H.mmummmﬁm%m
bodies of financial éo%m_a
Peta Stee]

bﬁ@\%ﬁ %:%::8%5 tradeunion-
istandlocalcouncillor:born London 16
May 1945: married 1969 Sonia Dever-
aux(divorced 1974; oneson, onedaugh-
ter); died London 21 October 2011.




