AMICUS NHS HEALTHCARE SCIENTIST NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
30 JANUARY 2008
There were 13 representatives present includes 8 from Pathology, two MTOs, a representative from each of Pharmacy, MRC and HPA and two full time Amicus/Unite Officers

Unsocial Hours Ballot

The Amicus Head of Health Kevin Coyne attended for this event
Kevin gave a comprehensive update on the current proposals emphasising all current Pathology local agreements would not be affected as these would be ringfenced by being regarded as “on call” pending further negotiations later in the year on the future rates for A4C  “on call” arrangements

He repeated that the current protection for all NHS staff working “on call” would need to be extended whilst these negotiations progressed, but for how long this had yet to be agreed, although the principle had
He then clarified several aspects of the current proposals

The Meeting agreed to establish a Working Party to liaise with these national “on call” negotiations consisting of Donald Sime from Glasgow, Ian Evans from Brighton & Committee Chair, David Houliston from Bournemouth and a representatives from the Pharmacists
National Blood Service

A full report was given by the lay Representative and the designated Regional Officer with this responsibility

There was a Review of Transfusion Services in England with proposals that the number of main centres is reduced from 10 to three with associated losses in staff
Amicus had an 80% vote for industrial action and the management side had initiated meaningful talks on the ramifications

This had resulted in the appointment of a new Managing Director and the introduction of Management Consultants 

Their Report is due on the 31st January 2008

Carter Report on Pathology
It is believed that the final report is now imminent

It was agreed to use the Amicus/Unite political unit to ascertain the exact status of the final report

Agenda for Change
Amicus activities in this field had resulted in a 50% rise in membership amongst NHS Pharmacy members

Physicists were experiencing problems with lack of overtime payments for Band 8s and the application of the 37.5 hours per week

Still awaiting all the results from Northern Ireland in Pathology that were now not expected until the end of the financial year

It was agreed that when these were known, Amicus would re-submit the updated Pathology results nationally 

David C  Houliston
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