Cancer sufferers 'to be given chemotherapy at branches of Boots' in extraordinary shake-up of NHS 
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Cancer patients will receive chemotherapy at their local branch of Boots as part of a revolutionary shake-up of the NHS.

Hospital bosses have been in secret talks with the chemists’ chain about expanding its High Street operations to include walk-in treatment for cancer. 

Last night Health Secretary Andrew Lansley said the aim was to deliver ‘a service tailored to an individual’s need’. 
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Boots: High Street chemist could start providing cancer treatments

The extraordinary proposal comes just days after Mr Lansley caused a storm by announcing radical reforms which will lead to 24,000 NHS management staff being made redundant and GPs being given control of buying services from 2013. 

A key, and controversial, part of the shake-up is to allow ‘any willing provider’ to treat patients ‘provided that they deliver high-quality standards of care’.

Now Boots, which already offers optician, dentistry and pharmacy services, is in talks to take over more of the traditional functions of hospitals.

Under the cancer plan, patients receiving chemotherapy would be able to go a medical centre at their nearest Boots, where nurses would administer the drugs. 

Chemotherapy is typically given once a week for three weeks followed by between four to six further cycles, with sufferers connected to a drip for around four hours for each session. 

[image: image2.jpg]



Andrew Lansley: Health Secretary said it was about tailoring services for individual needs

Although most sufferers attend hospital as day patients, it can be administered at home. Doctors argue that there is no reason why boutique medical practices on the High Street could not do the same. 

Boots is also in secret talks about taking over part of the NHS’s ‘phlebotomy’ service – the taking of blood samples and other bodily fluids for analysis.

Negotiators argue that it would be more convenient for patients, as well as limiting exposure to hospital infections. 

According to a source at Boots, in branches with more than one floor most of the turnover comes from the ground floor.

The company believes it would be more profitable if it dedicated its upper floors to medical services.

Mr Lansley said: ‘It should be up to patients, with the advice of their doctor, to choose where they receive treatment. Some cancer patients may prefer to be treated in the community in this way; others may prefer a more traditional setting. 

‘Choosing a service tailored to an individual’s needs is an important part of this. While this development is a local decision, strict national guidelines on quality of patient services must be adhered to.’

A Boots spokeswoman said: ‘We are working with the NHS to develop instore services for patients. A number of options are being considered, but are in their early stages.’

David Pruce, a director of the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine, said: ‘Cancer patients may have to travel long distances to hospitals.

'It would be much nicer if they could go somewhere closer to home. It would depend on the seriousness of their condition, but as long as there were trained nurses on site it would not present medical difficulties.’

