Minutes of the Amicus 

Healthcare Sciences Occupational Advisory Committee

16 October 2007

Meeting held at King St, London on 16 October 2007.

Present:

Dave Houliston; Frank Wood; Julie Evans; Ian Evans; Jacqueline Roberts; David Rist; Tony Millin.

Sarah Carpenter (HCS OAC secretary)

1. Apologies 

Jan Fogg; Dave Thornton; Gordon Stephen; Ray Stewart

2.
Minutes of previous meeting – 24 May 2007

Agreed as an accurate record, subject to 2 amendments (item 6 should read ‘PRB evidence 2008, and title was minutes of ’24 May 2007’)

3. Matters arising not elsewhere on the agenda

None.

4. Health sector national committee report

It was reported that Julie Evans had been elected chair of the committee.  The main issues covered at the last meeting were concerns around the union’s response to the HPC consultation, distribution of HPC committee seats and evidence to the Pay Review Body.  The committee agreed that the following motion be sent to the HSNC:

‘This HSNC agrees that any evidence written by Unite for it’s own submission to the PRB or as part of a joint submission must first be read and approved, in a timely manner, by the HSNC’.

A report from JEG was tabled at the NHSC, and concerns were raised about the very short timetables for consultation and the nature of some of the profiles themselves.

The situation as regards pay was reported back.

It was also reported that Bryan Freake would be doing a DVD on pensions, which would be available via the website.

The next meeting of HSNC is 13 December.

5.
Update from pathology

The next meeting of the Carter review was due on 25 October 2007.  There was due to be a report to government in November.  Pathology review was ongoing in Wales, and a review in Northern Ireland had finished but was awaiting further review of public administration.  It was likely that pathology would be managed by a designated single Trust.  The regional pathology roadshows were due, and delegates expressed a view that there needed to be clear agendas.

The meeting discussed the recent attendance at the IBMS Congress in Birmingham.  This had not gone smoothly, due to the lack of any Unite literature or freebies.  No electricity or WiFi internet access had been ordered for stand, and not every day was covered by an FTO.  It was good we had a presence however, and most of the queries were in regard to A4C.  Mark Young, FTO from West Midlands was thanked for all his hard work in rescuing the event from disaster.

6. Update from HPA (Physicists)

A survey of A4C outcomes had been done.  There were still concerns round bands 8a and above and overtime.  There appear to be some problems with lapsed HPC registration, perhaps linked to postal strike.  The HPA conference was happening at the beginning of November in Harrogate.

7. Update from GHP

None received.
8.
Update from MTOs
A general discussion was had about the difficulty of getting any information from this disparate group of staff. 

9. Update from MRC 

A written report had been received.

 

10.
Update from NBS

None received.

 

11. A4C

The latest pathology outcomes were tabled by Dave Houliston.  Scottish results are looking poor so have skewed otherwise good outcomes, but are mostly being reviewed.  Concern was expressed about RepsDirect 695 which was a survey of A4C outcomes but from a more nursing perspective – this work looks to be unco-ordinated.

Unsocial hours discussions still ongoing.  There is a large amount of concern that the protection period is ebbing away without a clear resolution.  It was hoped that the roadshows could be used to gauge feeling about changes to on call and out of hours in pathology.  Barrie Brown would be invited to the next OAC.

12. Date of the next meeting

This was still to be confirmed, but will be at a time when both Barrie Brown and Kevin Coyne could be in attendance.

13. AOB

Dave Houliston was getting emails from people concerned over A4C outcomes, and the pattern continues to be that this is coming from places where we do not have reps.  IT was suggested that we could use this as an organising initiative and get support from Kate Oultram for this work.

Dave Houliston agreed to try and write a response to the review of science in the DoH.

The committee were reminded of the NHS Together demo in London on 3 November.

Sarah Carpenter, November 2007
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