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A meeting of the programme board of the Medical Education England (MEE) which is overseeing the MSC programme in England met on June 2nd. This is a report on the pertinent issues concerning MSC.
The sub groups mentioned in the earlier report have not yet been finalised but UNITE has nominated Ian Evans to sit on the workforce planning group and David Agbley on the Leadership group. All four groups, the two mentioned plus Academic careers and Education and Training will be commencing their work now in July.

A report was given on the work of the life sciences task force, which is developing a curriculum parallel with the medical curriculum and will, it is hoped, have a positive outcome for potential senior scientists.

The report on the next stages of the MSC roll out still did not give much detail, other than there will be two engagement events for the whole of the UK in July/ August these events will be in Liverpool and London and 300 stake holders will be invited to each.

UNITE will be seeking a separate meeting with the Department to discuss our concerns over the proposals and to get feedback from them on our response. It will however be important that colleagues in each region and the devolved administrations attend the “engagement events” if possible, although no dates or venues have yet been released.

It was reported that there was a consensus on the need to raise the profile and careers within the NHS scientific workforce

Discussions are taking place with SHA’s around funding and commissioning. UNITE will need to maintain its vigilance on this as we know some parts of England are less inclined to partnership working than others.

The DH have engaged an ex HR director to lead on HR and service delivery issues. I will be offering my “services” to “assist” in this process.

There will be a final statement on the future of MSC in the autumn.

It was announced that a pilot project in bringing Cyto genetics and molecular genetics together was to be investigate, as part of the need to look at how the proposed model may work in these fields.
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