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Report of the On-call Review subgroup: NHS Staff Council Executive 9 July 2009
Review of current arrangements:         
Materials are in development to support the revised project methodology for collecting comprehensive and accurate data relating to on-call schemes and payments. It remains the plan to collect data in a number of participating NHS organisations at a simultaneous period of time (current thinking is a three month period which incorporates at least one public holiday). Various technical issues relating to the data specification are being addressed, alongside discussions with Health Departments about central support for the data collection exercise.  
Next steps are to confirm the nature of the support available to sites; finalise, test and revise data collection materials;  invite sites to participate in data collection exercise (we will need to ensure the sites allow us to meet our Terms of Reference); provide participating sites with detailed materials and guidance.
Timetable     

The group has flagged up at previous meeting the potential risk to the timetable posed by the need to alter the project methodology.  As reported verbally at the May meeting, we are hoping to be in a position to put forward proposals for the Autumn meeting of the NHS Staff Council to consider and (if appropriate) ratify a formal extension date, and would anticipate providing advance detail of this proposal to the September Executive meeting.  We would, however, like to highlight the need for Employers and Trade Unions to use relevant communication streams to ensure that the service is fully aware of the intention to have a harmonised scheme in place at some point in 2011 – we are happy to provide an update for the NHS Employers Bulletin and appropriate staff side publications.
Harmonised scheme

At the May meeting, the Executive agreed to provide access to a legal interpretation of emerging law on residential/sleeping in arrangements, which is necessary before any further joint progress can be made on the harmonised scheme.  We look forward to receiving this information.  

Nigel Turner & Sara Gorton
Joint Chairs, On-Call Review Group  
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